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AMERICAN OSTEOPATHIC ASSOCIATION



Memo
Date:

May 8, 2009
To:

Annette Gippe, Executive Director, American Osteopathic Association of Medical Informatics
From:
John B. Crosby, JD

CC:
Shawn Martin, Director, Department of Government Relations

RE:
Comments on Senate Finance Committee Reform Policy Document

On Tuesday, April 28, the Senate Finance Committee released a document titled “Transforming the Health Care Delivery System:  Proposals to Improve Patient Care and Reduce Health Care Costs.”  The 52-page document presents a series of policy options aimed at reforming the nation’s health care delivery system.  It addressed key AOA policy issues such as Medicare physician payment, care coordination, the Physician Quality Improvement Program, and the physician workforce.  
Notwithstanding these efforts to represent your and the profession’s interests, I wanted to make sure you were aware of the Senate Finance Committee proposals.  Specifically, I would draw your attention to Section 3, which among other issues addresses the encouraging health information technology use and adoption in support of delivery system reform goals.  Although we cannot address every concern in our recommendation statement, we would welcome any comments you have on these proposals.  

The AOA Department of Government Relations will compile a statement to submit to the Senate Finance Committee by the May 15 deadline.  Please provide any comments you have to the Department of Government Relations (Govt-issues@osteopathic.org) and me (jcrosby@osteoapthic.org) no later than close-of-business on Wednesday, May 13.  Thank you in advance for your efforts. 

FYI, the Senate Finance Committee will be releasing additional documents in the near future regarding coverage and finance reform issues.  We will share these documents with you as well. 










